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Your city. Your voice.Your urban forest.

Tu voz. Tu ciudad. Tu bosque urbano. 





Tree Ambassador 
Community Action Toolkit

This Community Action Toolkit was created to support community members working
toward environmental and social justice through the Tree Ambassador Program and

beyond. This toolkit honors lived experience as expertise, and it is intended to
empower individuals embarking on the work of community building, healing, and

advocacy through trees and nature-based solutions. We know that by sharing these
concepts and engaging in tree stewardship around the region, our understanding

diverse communities across Los Angeles will change and grow. As that happens, this
toolkit will also need to change and grow. We invite and welcome other

organizations and individuals to adapt this toolkit to empower the communities in
which they live, work, play, and learn.

The Tree Ambassador Program is generously funded by the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power, Accelerated Resilience Los Angeles, Dashboard.Earth and the
U.S. Forest Service, through City Plants. Special thanks to California Climate Action
Corps fellows Bryce Lewis-Smith, Krystle Yu, Amaiya Mason, and Miles Kim Parr for
their support in creating this toolkit. This toolkit was designed by Bryce Lewis-Smith

with contributions from Krystle Yu.
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Land Acknowledgement
The Tree Ambassador program is a partnership of organizations working across the

City of Los Angeles and throughout Southern California. We acknowledge our
presence in the ancestral territory of Tovaangar, the Los Angeles basin. The

Gabrieleño, Tongva, Kizh, Chumash, Tataviam, Serrano, Cahuilla, Juaneno, and
Luiseno peoples and nations are the traditional land caretakers, and we pay our

respects to the Ancestors, Elders, Relatives, and Relations past, present, and
emerging. This land acknowledgment is a small step in recognizing how we are
connected with and responsible for the environmental injustice perpetuated by

settler colonialism. We encourage our Tree Ambassadors to work in this spirit and to
be mindful of our relationship with the land.

ķ

https://soundcloud.com/user-604190014-65178502/tovaangar


ĸ

Tree Ambassadors participate in a paid training program and receive support from
urban forestry and climate resilience experts to plant and care for trees in their
communities. The Tree Ambassador – Promotor Forestal Program is a grassroots,
bilingual community organizing program dedicated to amplifying community voices and
stewarding trees in historically disinvested communities in Los Angeles. The Tree
Ambassador Program is rooted in a simple idea: Any attempt to close the urban forest
equity gap, Los Angeles must center the voices of people most impacted by systemic
inequity, and community-led urban forestry must celebrate — and directly compensate
— local-level, community-based expertise. This program provides on-the-ground,
community-centered support to residents in low-canopy and urban heat-vulnerable
regions of the city by paying residents directly to organize for a greener and more
equitable future. The Tree Ambassador program seeks to create a trained group of
community members that can amplify the voices of their communities to achieve key
urban greening goals. By actively participating in the Tree Ambassador program, you
will have the tools, knowledge, and connections needed to make this happen.

Each community is unique. You will each encounter different roadblocks and
opportunities for growth throughout this program as you work with your neighbors to
grow a more sustainable Los Angeles. The Tree Ambassador program will provide you
with tools to overcome many of the obstacles you encounter as you work toward
fostering climate resiliency in your community. Throughout the program, you will learn
how to advocate for the wellbeing of your community and future generations.
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0ÉĆÀĂÙ¿ÉūČ×Éūě³ĂÙôđĆū¿ÉîÉÒÙČĆūôÒūČĂÉÉĆū³îÅūČ×ÉūåÉĢūĂôçÉūČ×ÉĢūÿç³ĢūÙîū³
ÀôííđîÙČĢūČôūÀôí¿³ČūÀçÙí³ČÉūÀ×³îÓÉŊūĆÿÉÀÙÒÙÀ³ççĢūđĂ¿³îū×É³Čū³îÅūÉîÉĂÓĢ
ÉÒÒÙÀÙÉîÀĢŏ

​
DÅÉîČÙÒĢūĆČĂ³ČÉÓÙÉĆūÒôĂūÅÉěÉçôÿÙîÓū³îū³ĆĆÉČūí³ÿūôÒūåÉĢūĆČ³åÉ×ôçÅÉĂĆū³îÅ
đĂ¿³îūÓĂÉÉîÙîÓūĂÉĆôđĂÀÉĆūĜÙČ×ÙîūČ×ÉūÀôííđîÙČĢŏ

​
gÉĂÒôĂíū³îÅūÅÉíôîĆČĂ³ČÉūçÙĆČÉîÙîÓūĆČĂ³ČÉÓÙÉĆūČôūĜôĂåūĜÙČ×ūČ×ÉūÀôííđîÙČĢ
³îÅūÿĂôěÙÅÉūîÉÉÅÉÅūĆđÿÿôĂČū³Ćū³ūĂÉĆÿôîĆÉŏ

​

+ôíÿçÉČÉūČ×ÉūÿĂôÀÉĆĆūČôūĆÉÀđĂÉūĆČĂÉÉČūČĂÉÉū³ÿÿçÙÀ³ČÙôîĆūôĂūŦ+ôííÙČíÉîČ
Čôū¤³ČÉĂŧūôĂūŦ+s¤ŧūÒôĂíĆūÒĂôíūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂĆŊūÀôííđîÙČĢūíÉí¿ÉĂĆŊū³îÅ
¿đĆÙîÉĆĆÉĆŏū

​
+ôíÿçÉČÉūČ×ÉūÿĂôÀÉĆĆūČôūĆÉÀđĂÉūĢ³ĂÅūČĂÉÉū³ÿÿçÙÀ³ČÙôîĆūÒôĂūÿĂÙě³ČÉ
ÿĂôÿÉĂČĢŏ

​
0ÉĆÀĂÙ¿ÉūČ×ÉūĆČÉÿĆūČôūČ³åÉūČôūÉîĆđĂÉūČ×ÉūĂÙÓ×ČūČĂÉÉūÙĆūÙîūČ×ÉūĂÙÓ×Čūÿç³ÀÉūÒôĂ
Č×ÉūĂÙÓ×ČūĂÉ³Ćôîŏ

​
+ôíÿçÉČÉūČ×ÉūÿĂôÀÉĆĆūôÒū×ôĆČÙîÓū³ūČĂÉÉū³ÅôÿČÙôîŊūČĂÉÉūÿç³îČÙîÓŊū³îÅŕôĂ
ČĂÉÉūÀ³ĂÉūÉěÉîČŏ

​
0ÉĆÙÓîū³îÅūÉġÉÀđČÉū³ū+ôííđîÙČĢūDíÿ³ÀČūgĂôãÉÀČūČ³ÙçôĂÉÅūČôūČ×ÉūĆÿÉÀÙÒÙÀ
îÉÉÅĆūôÒūČ×ÉÙĂūđîÙāđÉūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅŏ

​
>đÙÅÉūôČ×ÉĂūÀôííđîÙČĢūíÉí¿ÉĂĆūÙîūÀôĂĂÉÀČçĢūÿç³îČÙîÓūČĂÉÉĆū³ÀÀôĂÅÙîÓūČô
¿ÉĆČūÿĂ³ÀČÙÀÉĆŏ

​
DÅÉîČÙÒĢūÿôČÉîČÙ³çūÀ³ĂÉÉĂūÿ³Č×Ĝ³ĢĆūÙîūČ×Éū³ĂÉ³ūôÒūđĂ¿³îūÓĂÉÉîÙîÓŊ
ÀôííđîÙČĢūôĂÓ³îÙħÙîÓŊū³îÅūĆđĆČ³Ùî³¿çÉū³îÅūÀÙČĢū¿đÙçÅÙîÓŏū

Learning Objectives
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+ôííđîÙČĢū UÉîČ³çūBÉ³çČ×
gÉôÿçÉūçÙěÙîÓūÙîūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆūĜÙČ×
çÉĆĆūČ×³îūĵĴƄūČĂÉÉūÀ³îôÿĢūÀôěÉĂū³ĂÉ
íôĂÉūçÙåÉçĢūČôūĂÉÿôĂČūĆĢíÿČôíĆūôÒ
ÅÉÿĂÉĆĆÙôîŊūĆČĂÉĆĆŊū³îÅū³îġÙÉČĢŏ

+çÉ³îÉĂū ÙĂ

+çÙí³ČÉū+×³îÓÉ

gđ¿çÙÀūBÉ³çČ×

*ÙôÅÙěÉĂĆÙČĢ

¤³ČÉĂ

>ĂÉÉîū4ÀôîôíĢ

n³ěÉū4îÉĂÓĢ

sĂÉÉĆū³ĂÉūî³ČđĂÉœĆū³ÙĂūÿđĂÙÒÙÉĂĆŏ
s×ÉÙĂūçÉ³ěÉĆūÒÙçČÉĂū×³ĂíÒđç

ÿôççđČ³îČĆūÙîūČ×Éū³ÙĂū³îÅūÿĂôÅđÀÉ
ôġĢÓÉîūÒôĂūđĆūČôū¿ĂÉ³Č×Éŏ

sĂÉÉĆū³¿ĆôĂ¿ūÀ³Ă¿ôîūÅÙôġÙÅÉŊū³
×³ĂíÒđçūÓĂÉÉî×ôđĆÉūÓ³Ć
ÀôîČĂÙ¿đČÙîÓūČôūÀçÙí³ČÉ

À×³îÓÉŏ

ūgÉôÿçÉūçÙěÙîÓūÙîūÿôççđČÉÅūđĂ¿³î
³ĂÉ³Ćū³ĂÉūÒ³ĂūçÉĆĆūçÙåÉçĢūČôū¿É

³ÅíÙČČÉÅūČôū×ôĆÿÙČ³çĆūĜÙČ×ū³ĆČ×í³
Ĝ×ÉîūČ×ÉĂÉū³ĂÉūçôČĆūôÒūČĂÉÉĆūÙî

Č×ÉÙĂūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆŏ

*Ģūÿç³îČÙîÓūČĂÉÉĆūĜÙČ×ūíÉí¿ÉĂĆūôÒ
ĢôđĂūÀôííđîÙČĢū³îÅūĆÿÉîÅÙîÓūíôĂÉ

ČÙíÉūôđČÅôôĂĆūĢôđū¿đÙçÅūĂÉç³ČÙôîĆ
³îÅūÓÉČūČôūåîôĜūĢôđĂūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂĆŏ

sĂÉÉĆūÿĂôÿÉĂçĢūÿç³ÀÉÅū³ĂôđîÅū¿đÙçÅÙîÓĆūÀ³î
ĂÉÅđÀÉū³ÙĂūÀôîÅÙČÙôîÙîÓūîÉÉÅĆū¿ĢūđÿūČôūĹĺƄ

³îÅūÀ³îūĆ³ěÉūĶĴŞĹĴƄūÙîūÉîÉĂÓĢūđĆÉÅūÒôĂ
×É³ČÙîÓŏū

sĂÉÉĆū×ÉçÿūÒÙçČÉĂū³îÅūÀ³ÿČđĂÉūÿĂÉÀÙôđĆ
ĆČôĂíĜ³ČÉĂūĜ³ČÉĂū³ĆūÙČūí³åÉĆūÙČĆūĜ³Ģ
Č×ĂôđÓ×ūČ×ÉūĜ³ČÉĂĆ×ÉÅŏūsĂÉÉĆ
ĂÉÀ×³ĂÓÉūÓĂôđîÅĜ³ČÉĂūĆđÿÿçÙÉĆŏ

sĂÉÉĆŊūÉĆÿÉÀÙ³ççĢūî³ČÙěÉ
ČĂÉÉĆūçÙåÉūô³åĆū³îÅ
ĆĢÀ³íôĂÉĆŊūÿĂôěÙÅÉūÀĂÙČÙÀ³ç
×³¿ÙČ³ČūÒôĂūđĂ¿³îūūĜÙçÅçÙÒÉŏū

+ôôçÙîÓūn×³ÅÉ
n×³ÅÉūÒĂôíūČĂÉÉĆūÀ³îūÀôí¿³ČūČ×ÉūđĂ¿³îū×É³Č
ÙĆç³îÅūÉÒÒÉÀČūƐūÿĂÉěÉîČū×É³ČūĂÉç³ČÉÅūÅÉ³Č×Ćŏū
ĆÙîÓçÉūí³ČđĂÉūČĂÉÉūÀ³îūÿĂôěÙÅÉūČ×ÉūÀôôçÙîÓ
ÉāđÙě³çÉîČūôÒūĵĴū³ÙĂūÀôîÅÙČÙôîÉĂĆūôÿÉĂ³ČÙîÓūĶĴ
×ôđĂĆū³ūÅ³Ģŏū

DîūĶĴĴĽūđĂ¿³îūÒôĂÉĆČĂĢūĆđÿÿôĂČÉÅ
ĺĴŊĴĺĻūãô¿ĆūÙîū+³çÙÒôĂîÙ³ūĂÉĆđçČÙîÓ
ÙîūŮķŏķū¿ÙççÙôîūÙîūÙîÅÙěÙÅđ³çūÙîÀôíÉŏ
*Ģūÿç³îČÙîÓūČĂÉÉĆŊūĜÉū³ĂÉūÀĂÉ³ČÙîÓ
ÓĂÉÉîūãô¿ĆūÒôĂūČ×ÉūÒđČđĂÉŏ

Direct Benefits of Trees

Indirect Benefits of Trees

sĂÉÉĆū×³ěÉū¿ÉÉîūĆ×ôĜîūČôūĆçôĜūČĂ³ÒÒÙÀ
Ĝ×ÙÀ×ūČ×ÉĂÉÒôĂÉūÙîÀĂÉ³ĆÉĆū¿ôČ×ūÅĂÙěÉĂ
³îÅūÿÉÅÉĆČĂÙ³îūĆ³ÒÉČĢŏūUôĂÉūĜ³çå³¿çÉ

îÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆū³çĆôūÉîÀôđĂ³ÓÉūÅÙÒÒÉĂÉîČ
íôÅÉĆūôÒūČĂ³îĆÿôĂČ³ČÙôîŏ

n³ÒÉĂūnČĂÉÉČĆū

sĂÉÉĆū³îÅūČ×ÉÙĂūÀôôçÙîÓūÉÒÒÉÀČ
çÉ³ÅūČôūÙíÿĂôěÉÅūÀôîÀÉîČĂ³ČÙôîŊ

çÉ³ĂîÙîÓŊū³îÅū³À³ÅÉíÙÀ
ÿÉĂÒôĂí³îÀÉŏū

*ÉČČÉĂūPÉ³ĂîÙîÓ

DíÿĂôěÉÅū=ÙČîÉĆĆ
UôĂÉūĜ³çå³¿çÉūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆūÉîÀôđĂ³ÓÉ
ÉġÉĂÀÙĆÉū³îÅūÙíÿĂôěÉĆūÿ×ĢĆÙÀ³çū³îÅ
íÉîČ³çū×É³çČ×ŏūn×³ÅÉÅūĆČĂÉÉČĆū³ĂÉū³
ĜÉçÀôíÉūĆÙČÉūČôūĂđîîÉĂĆū³îÅū¿ÙåÉĂĆū³çÙåÉŌ

*É³đČÙÒÙÀ³ČÙôî
sĂÉÉĆū¿É³đČÙÒĢūôđĂūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆ
³îÅūí³åÉūČ×Éūÿç³ÀÉĆūĜÉūçÙěÉūÙî
ÒÉÉçūçÙåÉū×ôíÉŏūū



ĵĶ

Pre-Training Activity: 
Dig Into Your Tree Story

Think about the trees you’ve come across throughout your life. What impact did they
have on you? Do you have a childhood memory or family story about a tree? What
is your relationship with trees today? 





ĵĸ

Trees offer many benefits to our communities. They store carbon dioxide and produce
oxygen, combat climate change, increase biodiversity, and improve public health.
Planting and caring for trees fosters a more livable city. Most notably, urban trees can
offset the urban heat island effect. Increased temperatures intensify heat waves in
cities, which results in increased mortality. Heat-related illness and death have a
greater impact on communities of color, the elderly, low to middle income households,
workers, and the unhoused. Extreme heat can worsen chronic illnesses, such as diabetes,
heart, respiratory, and autoimmune conditions. Trees lower surface and air temperatures
through evapotranspiration and cooling shade. Everyone deserves access to trees. 
Strategically planting shade trees in public spaces and on private property can provide
life-saving shelter from the heat, reduce energy use, improve air quality, and enhance
our overall quality of life. Your work as a Tree Ambassador will impact the lives of
generations to come.

“Knowing that you love the earth changes you, activates you to defend and
protect and celebrate. But when you feel that the earth loves you in return, that
feeling transforms the relationship from a one-way street into a sacred bond.”

Robin Wall Kimmerer

Why Trees?

1 Climate Change: Long-term changes in the average weather patterns that define Earth’s
local, regional, and global climates.
2 Biodiversity: The variety of life in the world or a particular habitat or ecosystem.
3 Urban Heat Island Effect: When an urban area is hotter than the surrounding rural areas. This effect is caused by a lack of
trees and by paved surfaces and roads trapping and holding heat from the sun and radiating it back into the air throughout
the day and night.
4 Evapotranspiration: A process that all plants do where water is transferred from the ground to the atmosphere through
evaporation from the soil and by the exhalation of water vapor from plants’ leaves.







https://socialequity.duke.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Melissa-Scott.pdf
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ĵĽ

ĆūĜÉũěÉūÿĂÉěÙôđĆçĢūÅÙĆÀđĆĆÉÅŊūěÙ¿Ă³îČūđĂ¿³îūÒôĂÉĆČĆū×ÉçÿūÀĂÉ³ČÉū×É³çČ×Ģū³îÅūÀôîîÉÀČÉÅ
ÀôííđîÙČÙÉĆŏūxîÒôĂČđî³ČÉçĢŊū³ÀÀÉĆĆūČôūĂÉĆôđĂÀÉĆū×³ĆūîÉěÉĂū¿ÉÉîūÉāđÙČ³¿çÉūÙîūČ×ÙĆūÀôđîČĂĢŏ
¤ÉūíđĆČū³çĜ³ĢĆū³ÀåîôĜçÉÅÓÉūČ×³ČūôđĂūÀôđîČĂĢūÙĆū¿đÙçČūôîūĆČôçÉîūDîÅÙÓÉîôđĆūç³îÅŊū³îÅūPôĆ

îÓÉçÉĆūÙîūÿ³ĂČÙÀđç³ĂūÙĆū¿đÙçČūôîūNÙħ×ş>³¿ĂÙÉçÙîôū³îÅūsôîÓě³ūç³îÅūěÙ³ūĆÉČČçÉĂūÀôçôîÙ³çÙĆíŏ
Ćū³ūĆĢĆČÉíūÒôđîÅÉÅūđÿôîūěÙôçÉîÀÉū³Ó³ÙîĆČūÿÉôÿçÉūôÒūÀôçôĂŊūĂ³ÀÙĆíūÀôîČÙîđÉĆūČôūĆ×³ÿÉ

ôđĂūÀÙČÙÉĆŏūs×ÉĆÉūÿĂ³ÀČÙÀÉĆūĜÉĂÉūÿĂÉě³çÉîČūÙîūPôĆū îÓÉçÉĆū+ôđîČĢū³îÅūČ×ÉÙĂūÉÒÒÉÀČĆū³ĂÉ
ĆČÙççūĆÉÉîūČôÅ³ĢŏūPÉČœĆūÉġÿçôĂÉū×ôĜū³ū×ÙĆČôĂÙÀŊūĂ³ÀÙĆČū×ôđĆÙîÓūÿôçÙÀĢūÀ³ççÉÅūĂÉÅçÙîÙîÓūçÉÅūČô
ç³ĆČÙîÓūÅÙĆÙîěÉĆČíÉîČūÙîūÀôííđîÙČÙÉĆūôÒūÀôçôĂŏū

Environmental Justice
4îěÙĂôîíÉîČ³çūãđĆČÙÀÉūÙĆūČ×ÉūÒ³ÙĂūČĂÉ³ČíÉîČū³îÅūíÉ³îÙîÓÒđçūÙîěôçěÉíÉîČūôÒ

³ççūÿÉôÿçÉūĂÉÓ³ĂÅçÉĆĆūôÒūĂ³ÀÉŊūÀôçôĂŊūî³ČÙôî³çūôĂÙÓÙîŊūôĂūÙîÀôíÉŊūĜÙČ×
ĂÉĆÿÉÀČūČôūČ×ÉūÅÉěÉçôÿíÉîČŊūÙíÿçÉíÉîČ³ČÙôîŊū³îÅūÉîÒôĂÀÉíÉîČūôÒ

ÉîěÙĂôîíÉîČ³çūç³ĜĆŊūĂÉÓđç³ČÙôîĆŊū³îÅūÿôçÙÀÙÉĆŏ
şūs×Éū4îěÙĂôîíÉîČ³çūgĂôČÉÀČÙôîū ÓÉîÀĢ

nÉČČçÉĂū+ôçôîÙ³çÙĆíŉūs×ÉūĂÉíôě³çū³îÅūÉĂ³ĆđĂÉūôÒūDîÅÙÓÉîôđĆūÿÉôÿçÉĆū¿ĢūĆÉČČçÉĂĆūĜ×ôūÉĆČ³¿çÙĆ×ū³ūîÉĜ
ĆôÀÙÉČĢūôîūĆČôçÉîūç³îÅĆŏ

jÉÅçÙîÙîÓŉū³ūÅÙĆÀĂÙíÙî³ČôĂĢūÿĂ³ÀČÙÀÉūĜ×ÉĂÉū¿³îåĆŊūÙîĆđĂ³îÀÉūÀôíÿ³îÙÉĆŊū³îÅūôČ×ÉĂūíôîÉĢş×ôçÅÙîÓ
ÙîĆČÙČđČÙôîĆŊūĂÉÒđĆÉūôĂūçÙíÙČūçô³îĆŊūíôĂČÓ³ÓÉĆŊūÙîĆđĂ³îÀÉŊūÉČÀŏŊūČôūĆÿÉÀÙÒÙÀūÀôííđîÙČÙÉĆū¿³ĆÉÅūôîūČ×ÉÙĂ
Ă³ÀÙ³çūí³åÉđÿŏūū

0ÙĆÙîěÉĆČíÉîČŉūÿđĂÿôĆÉÒđççĢūĜÙČ×ÅĂ³ĜÙîÓūÙîěÉĆČíÉîČūÒĂôíūÀôííđîÙČÙÉĆŊūíÉ³îÙîÓūÅÉěÉçôÿÉĂĆū³îÅ
¿đÙçÅÉĂĆūîôūçôîÓÉĂūĆÿÉîÅūČ×ÉÙĂūíôîÉĢūČôūÙíÿĂôěÉūîÉÙÓ×¿ôĂ×ôôÅĆŊū¿đĆÙîÉĆĆÉĆŊūôĂūÿđ¿çÙÀūĆÿ³ÀÉĆūÙîūČ×É
ÀôííđîÙČĢŏū



BôĜū0ÙĆÀĂÙíÙî³ČÙôî
n×³ÿÉÅūPôĆū îÓÉçÉĆ
Today, we can still see how redlining concentrated
poverty and people of color in some areas, and
wealthy whites in others. It is vital that we
acknowledge these histories so that we can redress
harms caused and center equity in our program. 

jÉÅçÙîÉÅūP
As part of the 1930's New Deal,
the Home Owners’ Loan
Corporation (HOLC) created
color-coded maps to assess
home loan risks. Using a system
called redlining, the HOLC
helped impose racial
segregation and direct
financial resources towards
white Americans. (Badger 2017)

More white residents,
more single-family housing

More residents of color
more multifamily housing

Redlined areas 

Race played an explicit role in
determining neighborhood ranks. The
presence or proximity of “subversive
racial elements” sharply devalued
neighborhoods in the eyes of the HOLC.
Bureaucrats also deemed mixed-race
neighborhoods as “hazardous” -
leading to residents being denied loans
(Franco 2018).

0ôĜîÓĂ³ÅÙîÓū0ÙěÉĂĆÙČĢ

On the other hand, white neighborhoods
were rewarded higher area scores for
enacting racial restrictions that forbid
selling homes in their neighborhood to
people of color, reinforcing racial
segregation.

Source: Champine et al., “How L.A.’s Urban Tree
Canopy Reveals Hidden Inequities.” 20





Case Study

A six-mile drive from north to south down Vermont Ave reveals how trees on the city’s
streets change with the income level of each neighborhood. Four areas 

(graded Ŋ *, +, and 0) exemplify these urban forestry differences. 

>Ă³ÅÉū ŉūLos Feliz At the north end of the avenue, wide-spreading fig trees provide ample
shade for single-family homes in this affluent neighborhood.
ŮĵķĹŊĴĴĴ median household income, 2019

>Ă³ÅÉū*ŉūLos Feliz Downhill and half a mile south on Vermont Avenue, small apartment
buildings line the street, but there’s still room for plenty of trees.
ŮĵĴķŊĴĴĴūmedian household income, 2019

>Ă³ÅÉū+ŉūEast Hollywood About a mile south of Area B, larger commercial buildings and more
parking lots begin to appear on Vermont Avenue, with space on the
streets for only a few trees.
ŮĸĵŊĹĴĴūmedian household income, 2019

>Ă³ÅÉū0ŉūPico Union Roughly six miles south of shady Area A, trees are all but absent. The
Vermont Avenue streetscape is dominated by pavement in this
neighborhood.
ŮķĹŊĹĴĴūmedian household income, 2019

Source: Champine et al., “How L.A.’s Urban Tree Canopy Reveals Hidden Inequities,”
National Geographic, 2021







Racial Opportunity Gap 
Residential segregation matters because where we live can determine our access to
education, transportation, employment opportunities, and more. Folks living in
wealthier areas can more easily access well-funded schools because public schools
are funded through property taxes. Furthermore, employment opportunities tend to
concentrate in whiter and wealthier areas (Quick and Kalenberg 2019). 

PôîÓūsÉĂíū4ÒÒÉÀ
Redlining helped reinforce the racial wealth gap and maintain resident
neighborhoods based on race. In the United States, it’s estimated that o
move to end Black-White residential segregation (Quick and Kalenber

continue to shape health and 





U³ÿūÀĂÉ³ČÉÅū¿ĢūUÙÀ×ÉççÉū*³ĂČôîūđĆÙîÓūÅ³Č³ūÒĂôíūsĂÉÉgÉôÿçÉū³îÅūČ×Éū+ÉîČÉĂūÒôĂūxĂ¿³î
jÉĆÙçÙÉîÀÉū³ČūPôĢôç³ūU³ĂĢíôđîČūxîÙěÉĂĆÙČĢ
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Take a walk in your neighborhood. Look around you. How many trees do you see? What
do they look like? Do they have leaves right now? Do they have flowers? What does the
bark look like? How does the bark feel? What does it smell like? Do the trees look like
they’re being watered or taken care of? Are the trees coming into conflict with power
lines, sidewalks, or other infrastructure?
Start Thinking: What do you wish was different about the trees in your community? What
do you hope stays the same about the trees in your community? Do you see
opportunities to plant more trees?

Post-Training Activity: 
Walk Your Block



https://www.cityplants.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/10939_LA-City-Plants_FirstStep_Report_FINAL_updt_7-2019.pdf


Your city. Your voice.Your urban forest.
Tu voz. Tu ciudad. Tu bosque urbano. 


