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LA's low-canopy neighborhoods need more space for large trees in order to reap
the public health benefits of the urban forest. Tree benefits correlate to tree size
and age, and the full benefits of an urban forest are best met when trees can reach
their full size and potential. As we'll learn, there are many factors that prevent trees
from reaching their full mature size — chief among them: limited availability of
viable planting space and historically underfunded urban forest management. 

Pŏ ŏūVÉÉÅĆūUôĂÉūnÿ³ÀÉū=ôĂūP³ĂÓÉ
sĂÉÉĆūƐūUôĂÉū=đîÅÙîÓūÒôĂūsĂÉÉū+³ĂÉ
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Types of Urban Greening 
Barriers in Los Angeles
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Between 2018 and 2021, the cost of basic necessities jumped more than 20% in
Los Angeles, leaving people without emergency funds to account for additional
unexpected costs (LA City Controller Report, LA'S Cost of Living Crisis)
Housing costs are often the largest burden for people in need as roughly 4.1
million households in California spend over 30% of their income on housing.  
When economically insecure families are forced to spend so much of their
budget to meet basic needs, there is an increased risk of poverty and falling
into homelessness.
Poverty rates in Los Angeles are among the highest in the nation, with nearly
one in three children living in poverty. 
4 million residents; 1.3 million households (defined as people living in the same
house, apartment or living quarters) 
LA's Median Household Income is $58,385
On average, 37 percent of families in L.A. earned less than 200% of the federal
poverty line in 2018, equivalent to $50,200 for a family of four. 
Residents in affluent neighborhoods like Bel-Air-Beverly Crest and Brentwood-
Pacific Palisades make more than 12 times the per capita income of residents in
the poorest neighborhoods such as Boyle Heights and South Los Angeles (City of
LA, Department of City Planning, Health Atlas 2021).

Economic Barriers
Digging Deeper

Economic Inequality & the Rising Cost of Living 
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³îÅūÅÉçÙěÉĂĢūĆÉĂěÙÀÉĆŏū
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¤³ČÉĂÙîÓ
¤³ČÉĂūÙĆū³ūÿĂÉÀÙôđĆūî³ČđĂ³ç

ĂÉĆôđĂÀÉūÙîūnôđČ×ÉĂîū+³çÙÒôĂîÙ³ŏ
¤³ČÉĂÙîÓūĢôđĂūČĂÉÉūČ³åÉĆūČÙíÉ
³îÅūí³ĢūÀôĆČūíôîÉĢŏūPđÀåÙçĢŊ

Ĝ³ČÉĂÙîÓū³ūČĂÉÉūôîçĢūÀôĆČĆūĵķŏĶĺ
Åôçç³ĂĆū³ūĢÉ³Ăŏū

sĂÉÉū+³ĂÉ
Dîū³ÅÅÙČÙôîūČôūĜ³ČÉĂÙîÓūĢôđĂūČĂÉÉŊ
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Č×ÉÙĂūČĂÉÉĆŏūs×ÙĆūČ³åÉĆūČÙíÉū³îÅ
ÉîÉĂÓĢŏūBÙĂÙîÓūÿĂôÒÉĆĆÙôî³çĆūíÙÓ×Č

¿ÉūÀôĆČçĢŏūs×ÉĂÉū³ĂÉūÓĂ³îČĆūČô
×ÉçÿūĜÙČ×ūČ×ÙĆŌū ĆåūĢôđĂūÿĂôÓĂ³í

çÉ³ÅūÒôĂūÙîÒôĂí³ČÙôîūôîū³ě³Ùç³¿çÉ
ÒđîÅÙîÓūôÿÿôĂČđîÙČÙÉĆŏ

gÉĂÀÉÙěÉÅū+ôĆČĆūôÒūsĂÉÉĆ





















30

Picture Source: Los Angeles Times
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